
Please note that involvement in this program
is voluntary therefore the accused must be
agreeable to engage with the support worker.

The Essex County Mental Health & Justice
System Task Force was established in 1995
to bring together community partners to
monitor and address the specialized needs of
individuals living with mental illness who had
become involved in the criminal justice
system.

In July of 2007, 672 Court started up locally
as a fully functional mental health court. “672”
denotes the section of the Criminal Code of
Canada dealing with Mental Disorders and its
use affords individual privacy. 

PHONE NUMBERS 
TO REMEMBER

For more information, contact:
Canadian Mental Health Association:

Coordinated Access Team
519-255-9940 Ext. 249

www.windsoressex.cmha.ca

672 COURT
A Specialized Court for Persons
Living with a Mental Illness Who
Come into Conflict with the Law

LAWYER:

LEGAL AID ONTARIO:

MENTAL HEALTH COURT SUPPORT
WORKER: 

672 Court is supported by the Ontario
Ministry of the Attorney General, the Ontario
Ministry of Health and Long Term Care, the
Ontario Ministry of Children, Community and
Social Services, Legal Aid Ontario, and the
Canadian Mental Health Association,
Windsor-Essex County Branch.

Who Qualifies?
The Windsor-Essex County 672 Court is
designed to hear criminal cases involving

residents of Windsor and Essex County who
are experiencing a mental illness and/or
mental health symptoms and who have

become involved with the Criminal Justice
System as a result of their mental health

symptoms. 



Specialized Court Support
Workers Available

Mental Health Court Support Workers
through the Canadian Mental Health
Association, Windsor-Essex County
Branch

Transitional-Aged Youth Mental Health
Court Coordinator through New
Beginnings

Justice System Dual Diagnosis Case
Manager through Regional Support
Associates

How to Access this Court

Defense counsel or duty counsel may
request the transfer of a case into 672
court.

The Crown may review and endorse a
file as appropriate for resolution in 672
court.

Matters are transferred into 672 Court
through any court in the Ontario Court
of Justice.

Early intervention is optimal when treating
mental illness. For this reason, it is requested
that a referral be made as soon as mental
health symptoms are identified. This ensures
that the appropriate mental health court
support worker will become involved at the
earliest opportunity. 

672 Court Strives to: 

Adopt a “problem solving” approach to
prosecutions involving special needs
individuals in the local community.

Provide timely access to mental health
treatment and support.

Add a treatment component to court
dispositions.

Program Goals

To divert persons struggling with mental illness
from the legal system into the mental health
system.

To provide a cost-effective approach to
addressing the mental health needs of the
accused.

To reduce recidivism, provide community
protection, ease the caseload of the courts
and help to alleviate the problem of increasing
jail populations.

To provide assistance and resources through
the court process.

Services Offered in 672 Court

The court may sit as either a youth or adult
court.

The court case manages, hears guilty pleas,
and imposes various dispositions.

Assessment orders may be made with respect
to fitness to stand trail or with respect to
criminal responsibility pursuant to the Criminal
Code. 

Assessment orders may be made pursuant to
the Mental Health Act where the administration
of justice would benefit from a psychiatric
assessment of the accused.

Mental Health Diversion may be granted
pursuant to the parameters of the Crown Policy
Manual in regard to eligibility and suitability.

Note: 672 COURT IS NOT A TRIAL COURT

672 Court Description

This specialized court allows dedicated judges,
Crown attorneys, duty counsel, court clerks,
court reporters, and mental health court
support workers to add a treatment component
to court dispositions involving offenders living
with a mental illness in the local community in
order to help prevent or reduce repeated
contact with the Criminal Justice System.


